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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action corresponds to application 10/632,661 which was filed 8/01/2003. 
Claims 10-17 and 26-32 have been examined and are pending under prosecution. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed 10/6/2009 for this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 
CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 9/8/2009 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

Claim 10 has been amended. No claims have been cancelled or added, leaving claims 
10-17 and 26-32 currently pending. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 10/16/2009 is being considered 
by the examiner. As a further note, Cite No A247 has not been considered as it is a duplicate of 
Cite No. A246, which has been considered. 


Claim 15 is objected to because of the following informalities: the colon after "expired" 
should be a semicolon. Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 10-14, 16, 17, and 26-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Sherman et al. ('Sherman' hereafter, U.S. Patent Application 
2002/0051119). 

With respect to claim 10, Sherman teaches A method for utilizing content objects by a 
content access point within a customer's premises, wherein the method comprises: 

accessing a first content object (0004, 0013; e.g. a user is able to retrieve and select a 
movie or film clip for modification) from a first content object entity (0013; e.g. the film/movie 
clip is retrieved from storage device 50) within the customer's premises (0012; e.g. the system 10 
comprises a computer 20... the system may also be connected to a local area network; and 0031 
wherein the system is implemented on a personal computer. Therein, the personal computer 
and/or local area network is interpreted to be located within the user, or customer's premises), 
wherein the first content object (0007; e.g. original movie clip) is in a first content format (0014; 
The video clips may be stored in any preferred format, including MPEG, AVI, Windows Media, 
QuickTime, or Real Video format) compatible with the first content object entity (storage 50) 
and wherein the first content object is selected from a group consisting of a voicemail object, an 


Application/Control Number: 10/632,661 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2167 

email object, a video object, an audio object, and an Internet web page (0007; e.g. a movie clip 
represents at least a video object); 

abstracting the first content object to create a second content object in an abstract format 
(0007, wherein audio in the movie clip is replaced and 0013, wherein the original movie clip is 
taught as modified. Therein, modification of the movie clip is seen as abstracting and the 
modified movie clip is a second content object in an abstract format), wherein the abstract format 
is compatible with a plurality of content formats (0023 which lists content formats the movie clip 
can be saved as and thus are compatible); 

distinguishing (0018 and 0020; e.g. the system saves the file as an encoded audio file) the 
second content object to create a third content object (0023 wherein the clip can be saved into or 
sent as file of a plurality of formats) wherein the third content object is in a second content 
format that is compatible with a second content object entity (0023; e.g. e-mail, a disc, tape, or 
cd) within the customer's premises (0012; e.g. the system 10 comprises a computer 20... the 
system may also be connected to a local area network; and 0031 wherein the system is 
implemented on a personal computer. Therein, the personal computer and/or local area network 
is interpreted to be located within the user, or customer's premises), wherein the third content 
object is selected from a group consisting of a voicemail object, an email object, a video object, 
an audio object, and an Internet web page (0023; e.g. the modified clip may be saved as a video 
file or distributed as an email to teach at least a video object and email object), and wherein the 
third content object is different from the first content format (0023 wherein the saved file is 
different than the original clip); 
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and providing the third content object to the second content object entity (0023; e.g. 
saving to a disc, tape, or cd). 

With respect to claim 11, Sherman teaches the method of claim 10, wherein the method 
further comprises: 

accessing a fourth content object from a third content object entity (0032; e.g. a movie 
clip from a service provider) wherein the fourth content object is in a third content format 
compatible with the third content object entity (e.g. the clip is stored at a service provider and 
thus is seen as compatible), wherein the fourth content object is selected from a group consisting 
of a voicemail object, an email object, a video object, an audio object, a document object, and an 
internet web page, and wherein the fourth content object is different from the first content format 
and the second content format (0032; e.g. the accessed movie clip teaches at least a video 
object); 

abstracting the fourth content object to create a fifth content object (0007 and 0027, 
wherein audio in the movie clip is replaced and 0013, wherein the original movie clip is taught as 
modified. Therein, modification of the movie clip is seen as abstracting and the modified movie 
clip is a second content object in an abstract format); and 

combining the fifth content object with the second content object (0007; e.g. the dubbing 
of a voice in a selected movie clip and 0023; e.g. inserting photographs into the video), wherein 
the combination of the second and fifth content objects are distinguished to create the third 
content object (0023 wherein the saved file is different than the original clip). 
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With respect to claim 12, Sherman teaches the method of claim 11, wherein the first 
content object is a video object (0007; e.g. movie clip), and wherein the fourth content object is 
an audio object (0032; e.g., audio file). 

With respect to claim 13, Sherman teaches the method of claim 12, wherein abstracting 
the first content object includes separating an audio portion from a video portion of the video 
object (0007; e.g. replacing a voice which would require separating a voice portion from the 
movie clip). 

With respect to claim 14, Sherman teaches the method of claim 11, wherein the first 
content object is a video object (0007; e.g. movie clip), and wherein the fourth content object is 
an Internet object (0032; e.g. a movie clip purchased from an Internet web site). 

With respect to claim 16, Sherman teaches the method of claim 10, wherein the first 
content object is a video object (0007; e.g. movie clip), wherein abstracting the first content 
object includes removing a visual portion of the video object (0024; e.g. segmenting out a 
background scene), and wherein the second content object includes an audio portion of the video 
object (0027; e.g. the remaining soundtrack). 

With respect to claim 17, Sherman teaches the method of claim 10, wherein the first 
content object entity is one of a first plurality of content object entities (0012 wherein storage 50 
can be a source for movie clips and further 0024 a pre-recorded video source), wherein the 


Application/Control Number: 10/632,661 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2167 

second content object entity is one of a second plurality of content object entities (0023; e.g. a 
disc, tape, or cd), and wherein the method further comprises: 

querying each of the first plurality of content object entities (0013; e.g. retrieving a movie 
clip from a storage device and figs. 3-4) to identify a first plurality of content objects (fig. 8; e.g. 
movie clips); and 

providing an access point (computer 20), wherein the access point indicates the first 
plurality of content objects (0013 wherein the computer is used for retrieval), and one or more of 
the second plurality of content object entities to which each of the first plurality of content 
objects can be directed (0023; e.g. selecting a distribution method). 

With respect to claim 26, Sherman teaches the method of claim 11, wherein the first 
content object entity is selected from a group consisting of an appliance control system, a 
telephone information system, a storage medium including video objects, a storage medium 
including audio objects, an audio stream source, a video stream Source, a human interface, the 
Internet, and an interactive content entity (0012 wherein storage 50 can be a source for movie 
clips, 0012 wherein CD-ROMS/DVDs can be sources, and further 0024 a pre-recorded video 
source and camera. Therein the storages and camera at least teach a storage medium and a/v 
stream source). 

With respect to claim 27, the method of claim 26, wherein the second content object 
entity is selected from a group consisting of an appliance control system, a telephone information 
system, a storage medium including video objects, a storage medium including audio objects, an 
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audio stream source, a video stream source, a human interface, the Internet and an interactive 
content entity (0023; e.g. saving to a disc, tape, or cd teaches at least a storage medium). 

With respect to claim 28, Sherman teaches the method of claim 27, wherein the first 
content object entity is different from the second content object entity (0012 and 0023; e.g. a 
hard drive and removable storage devices are different). 

With respect to claim 29, Sherman teaches the method of claim 27, wherein the third 
content object entity is selected from a group consisting of all appliance control system, a 
telephone information system, a storage medium including video objects, a storage medium 
including audio objects, an audio stream source, a video stream source, a human interface, the 
Internet, and an interactive content entity (0032 wherein the service provider teaches at least a 
storage medium and the Internet). 

With respect to claim 30, Sherman teaches he method of claim 29, wherein the first 
content object entity is different from the second content object entity and the third content 
object entity (0012, 0023, and 0032 wherein a hard drive is different from a removable storage 
device and service provider (e.g. seen as a server). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to w hich said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sherman in 
view of Sim et al. ('Sim' hereafter, U.S. Patent 7,272,613). 

With respect to claim 15, Sherman does not expressly teach the method of claim 10, 
wherein the method further comprises: identifying a content object associated with one of the 
first plurality of content object entities that has expired: and removing the identified content 
object. 

Sim, however, teaches identifying a content object associated with one of the first 
plurality of content object entities that has expired: and removing the identified content object 
(col. 54, lines 45-47 and col. 55, line 59 step 'e') for deleting an expired file. 

Accordingly, in the same field of endeavor, (i.e. file processing), it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the data processing art at the time of the present invention to 
combine the teachings of the cited references because the teachings of Sim would have given 
Sherman the ability to control and manage purchased files for the benefit of protecting 
intellectual properties (needed by Sherman, 0032). Further, the System of Sim would have 
provided a way to efficiently use storage space by deleting invalid files. 

Claims 31-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sherman in view of Detlef (U.S. Patent 6,351,523). 
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With respect to claim 31, Sherman is not seen to expressly teach the method of claim 10, 
wherein the first content object comprises a voicemail and the third content object comprises an 
email. 

Detlef, however, teaches wherein the first content object comprises a voicemail and the 
third content object comprises an email (col. 3 lines 1-19) for providing voicemail and email 
objects for communication. 

Accordingly, in the same field of endeavor, (i.e. modification of files), it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the data processing art at the time of the present 
invention to combine the teachings of the cited references because the system of Detlef would 
have given the computer of Sherman broader capabilities for the benefit of a more versatile 
system. Further, Sherman discloses the need for enhancing an email system in paragraph 0009. 

With respect to claim 32, Sherman is not seen to expressly teach the method of claim 10, 
wherein the first content object comprises an email and the third content object comprises a 
voicemail. 

Detlef, however, teaches wherein the first content object comprises a voicemail and the 
third content object comprises an email (col. 3 lines 1-19) for providing voicemail and email 
objects for communication. 

Accordingly, in the same field of endeavor, (i.e. modification of files), it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the data processing art at the time of the present 
invention to combine the teachings of the cited references because the system of Detlef would 
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have given the computer of Sherman broader capabilities for the benefit of a more versatile 
system. Further, Sherman discloses the need for enhancing an email system in paragraph 0009. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to the pending claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Specifically, in view of the amendments, previously applied Elwahab does not appear to 
teach the claims as specifically recited. Elwahab was primarily submitted to teach the access, 
abstracting, and distinguishing of a content object such as a document. In light of the present 
amendment to exclude a document object, Elwahab is withdrawn. However, in view of the new 
grounds of rejection primarily by Sherman, the arguments submitted 9/8/2009 are moot. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert M. Timblin whose telephone number is 571-272-5627. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John R. Cottingham can be reached on 571-272-7079. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
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applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 


/ROBERT TIMBLIN/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2 1 67 


